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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  TARVIN  RURAL  DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1969 


To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Tarvin  Rural  District  for  the  year  1969. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  of  18.5  continues  to  show  a  decrease 
on  previous  years.  The  corrected  death  rate  of  10.90  is  very  similar 
to  the  rate  in  1968.  These  rates  are  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.3  and  the  death 
rate  was  11.9. 

There  was  1.0  infant  death  under  one  year  of  age;  none  died 
under  the  age  of  one  week.  Deaths  in  the  first  week  are  usually 
associated  with  abnormal  or  difficult  deliveries  or  with  some 
congenital  abnormality  of  the  baby. 

There  has  been  relatively  little  infectious  disease  notified  during 
the  year  under  review,  measles  being  much  less  prevalent  than  in 
previous  years.  One  outbreak  of  interest,  however,  was  notified  to 
me  by  the  headmaster  of  the  Tattenhall  Primary  School  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  when  25  or  more  children  were  affected  by 
vomiting  and  general  malaise.  This  was  not  associated  with  any 
bowel  upset  and  the  illness  was  self -limiting  and  passed  away 
within  forty -eight  hours.  The  general  pattern  of  the  outbreak 
indicates  the  classical  appearance  of  epidemic  vomiting  which  is  a 
viral  infection  often  associated  with  close  communities  such  as 
schools.  The  disease,  as  in  this  case,  is  self-limiting,  and  in  the 
main  re -assurance  and  rest  are  the  main  forms  of  treatment. 
However,  as  in  any  case  of  an  outbreak  of  illness  of  this  magnitude 
in  a  school  routine,  investigations  to  exclude  other  causes  were 
taken  and  in  all  cases  the  investigations  were  negative. 

In  the  body  of  the  report  mention  is  made  of  the  warden - 
assisted  accommodation  which  will  prove  a  boon  to  elderly  people 
who  are  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  live  on  their  own.  This 
form  of  accommodation  enables  the  elderly  to  remain  near  their 
normal  locality,  but  at  the  same  time  they  are  able  to  have  the 
assistance  which  the  warden  can  give  by  her  routine  visits,  friendly 
advice  and  her  ability  to  call  in  additional  help  as  and  when 
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required.  In  many  cases  this  will  prevent  elderly  people  who  are 
living  on  their  own  from  having  to  be  admitted  into  Hostels  where 
a  more  communal  form  of  living,  often  at  some  considerable 
distance  from  the  home  situation  of  the  person  involved,  is 
inevitable. 

Included  at  the  end  of  the  report  is  an  extract  from  my  annual 
report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  South-West  Cheshire 
Division,  of  which  Tarvin  Rural  District  is  a  part. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  their  help  and  assistance  during  the 
year. 

I  would  also  like  to  record  my  gratiitude  for  the  help  and  advice 
which  I  have  received  since  I  first  came  to  this  Authority  from 
the  late  Councillor  Moss. 


I  am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

DR.  W.  A.  POLLITT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TARVIN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  1969 

Councillor  G.  W.  Penk  (Chairman) 

„  R.  S.  Dutton  (Vice-Chairman) 

„  F.  Newport 

„  F.  N.  Craddock 

„  J.  Probin,  J.P. 

„  P.  Bate  (Chairman  of  the  Council) 

„  J.  F.  Windsor 

„  D.  C.  Mosford 

„  E.  S.  Ouseley- Smith 

W.  W.  Samuel 
„  P.  E.  Trevor-Barnston 

„  J.  M.  Allwood 

„  Miss  K.  M.  Karslake  Jones 

„  A.  Morrey 

„  J.  M.  Done 

„  A.  Anderson 

„  Mrs.  D.  A.  Tunstall 

„  C.  B.  Saunders 

Clerk  to  the  Council: 

Edward  J.  Lloyd,  F.C.C.S.,  A.M.B.I.M.  (to  September,  1969); 
N.  A.  L.  Rudd,  Barrister-at-Law  (from  December,  1969). 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

W.  A.  Pollitt,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  Office:  St.  Martin’s 
House,  Princess  Street,  Chester.  Tel.  Chester  27161. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Rodent  Officer  and  Petroleum 
Officer: 

R.  Mason,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H:I:,  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Certificate  (Joint  Board),  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate  (R.S.H.). 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

J.  K.  Hughes,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Certificate 
(loint  Board);  Meat  &  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate  (R.S.H.). 
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Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

D.  P.  McLaren,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Certificate  (Joint  Board) ;  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s 
Certificate  (R.S.H.). 

Clerk/Typist:  Mrs.  J.  Conlon. 

Clerk:  Miss  V.  Poynton. 

Rodent  Operative:  H.  Williamson. 

Refuse  Collection  Foreman:  T.  Cosby. 


MEDICAL  SERVICES 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Chester, 
and  of  Harold  Lowe,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Assay  Office,  are 
utilised  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations 
respectively. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  removed  to  Clatterbridge 
Isolation  Hospital,  Clatterbridge.  Cases  of  sickness  and 
accident  are  removed  to  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  or  the 
General  Hospital,  Clatterbridge,  by  the  ambulance  of  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  supplemented  by  the  Chester  City 
Ambulance  as  an  Agency  Service. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

There  are  District  Nurses  engaged  in  all  the  larger  villages  for 
attendance  on  the  sick. 

The  trained  Health  Visitors  of  the  County  Council  also  visit 
the  homes  in  the  District  for  the  purpose  of  advice,  inspection 
and  assistance  under  the  maternity,  child-welfare,  tuberculosis. 
Home  Help  and  welfare  of  the  aged  schemes. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  clinics  solely  for  the 
areas  are  as  follows: 

Farndon,  Tattenhall,  Tarvin,  Kelsall,  Malpas,  Waverton  and 
Ashton — Infant  Welfare. 

Upton — Ante  and  Post  Natal,  Infant  Welfare,  Dental. 

Chester — Eye,  Audiology,  Speech  Therapy,  Orthodontics  and 
Cervical  Smears. 
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(e)  Hospitals 

The  Chester  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester  City  Hospital  and  the 
General  Hospital  at  Clatterbridge  are  available  for  residents 
in  the  area. 

There  are,  in  addition,  smaller  Cottage  Hospitals  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  receive  patients  from  the  area,  viz.: 
Tarporley  and  Whitchurch. 

Larger  Hospitals  are  also  available  in  Liverpool. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Tarvin  Rural  District  continues  to  develop  as  more  and 
more  people  wish  to  live  in  a  rural  setting  and  commute  to  their 
place  of  work.  Development  is,  however,  restricted,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  to  the  existing  villages  where  there  is  permitted 
development  within  the  village  envelope. 

Increased  interest  in  village  affairs  has  been  noted,  resulting 
from  the  activities  of  the  Parish  Councils  and  Residents’  Associ¬ 
ations  and  this  enthusiasm  is  welcomed. 

There  has  been  little  or  no  industrial  development,  leaving 


agriculture  as  the  main  industry  in  the  District. 

Population 

R.G.’s  estimate — mid-year .  17,260 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate 
Books  .  5,332 

Number  of  houses  built  (i.e.  completed  in  1969): 

Private  Enterprise  120 

Council  (Bungalows)  .  2 

(Flats)  .  4 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1969  .  £494,364 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  at  1st  April,  1969  £1,940 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1969 


Births 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

.  174 

133 

307 

Illegitimate  . 

.  11 

5 

16 

185 

138 

323 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 


population  .  18.7 

Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  for  Births  ...  0.99 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  .  18.5 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  ...  5.0 

Still  Births  .  3 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  .  9 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births .  326 


Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 

101  84  185 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  .  10.7 

Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  ...  1.02 

Corrected  Death  Rate  .  10.9 


TABLE  OF  COMPARISONS  FOR  LAST  DECADE 


Tarvin 

R.D. 

Eng.  & 
Wales 

Tarvin 

R.D. 

Eng.  & 
Wales 

Estimated 

Pop. 

R.G. 

Natural 

Increase 

1960  ... 

15.6 

17.1 

9.7 

11.5 

14,780 

70 

1961  ... 

15.9 

17.4 

11.5 

12.0 

14,500 

46 

1962  ... 

16.7 

18.0 

13.2 

11.9 

14,610 

33 

1963  ... 

16.2 

18.2 

12.8 

12.2 

15,000 

54 

1964  ... 

17.8 

18.4 

12.8 

11.3 

15,370 

65 

1965  ... 

19.2 

18.0 

11.5 

11.5 

15,790 

106 

1966  ... 

16.1 

17.7 

11.2 

11.7 

16,070 

65 

1967  ... 

20.6 

17.2 

11.1 

11.2 

16,380 

127 

1968  ... 

19.2 

16.9 

10.8 

11.9 

16,930 

143 

1969  ... 

18.5 

16.3 

10.9 

11.9 

17,260 

138 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (excluding  Abortion) 


From  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  Nil 

From  other  Puerperal  or  Maternal  Causes  ...  ...  Nil 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  1  —  1 

Illegitimate  .  —  —  — 

1  —  1 


Infant  Mortality  Rate.  i.e.  deaths  of 
infants  under  1  year  per  1,000 
live  births  . 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births . 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 


TJt.D. 

England  &  Wales 

3.0 

18 

3.0 

17 

Nil 

25 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Neo -Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  four  weeks  per 

1,000  live  births) .  Nil 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales .  12 


EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 

Early  Neo -Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  one  week 

per  1,000  live  births)  .  Nil 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales .  10 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  9 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales .  23 
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Cause  of  Death 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

Total 
All  Ages 
M  F 

1  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  intestine 

2 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast . 

— 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus . 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  prostate 

1 

— 

Leukaemia  . 

1 

— 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms . 

5 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . 

1 

— 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.  diseases 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

3 

2 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ... 

3 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease . 

3 

3 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease . 

25 

16 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

4 

11 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  . 

7 

18 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

4 

4 

Pneumonia  . 

7 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . 

8 

— 

Asthma . 

1 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ... 

1 

,frp— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

2 

■*— 

Other  Diseases,  Genito- Urinary  System 

1 

4 

Diseases  of  Musculo -Skeletal  System 

1 

Symptoms  and  Ill -defined  Conditions 

— 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

7 

2 

All  other  Accidents  . 

— 

3 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

1 

— 

Total  All  Causes  . . . 

101 

84 

Conditions  to  which  the  largest  number  of  deaths  are  attributed 
are  as  follows: 


1969 

1968 

1967 

Heart  Diseases . 

66 

60 

55 

Cancer  (all  sites)  . 

29 

36 

41 

Cerebral  and  Nervous  Diseases 

31 

26 

40 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1969: 

Case* 

Total  Admitted 

Diseases  Cases  to 

Notified  Hospital  Deaths 

Smallpox  —  —  — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  —  —  — 

Diphtheria  .  —  —  — 

Enteric  and  Paratyphoid  .  —  —  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  —  —  — 

Pneumonia  .  —  —  — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  .  —  —  — 

Dysentery  .  —  —  — 

Encephalitis  lethargica .  —  —  — 

Erysipelas  .  —  —  — 

Measles .  27  —  — 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  .  —  —  — 

Poliomyelitis  .  —  —  — 

Whooping  Cough  .  1  —  — 

Salmonella  F.P.  .  1  —  — 

Meningitis  .  —  —  — 

Totals  .  29  —  — 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFIED  IN  THE 

DISTRICT 


1936—1947  ... 
1918—1969  ... 


156 

Nil 
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BRUCELLA  ABORTUS  INFECTION 


There  is  active  co-operation  with  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  Health  Department  on  the  above,  and  my  directive  issued 
on  action  to  be  taken  where  samples  show  positive  results  when 
cultured,  is  helping  to  reduce  the  consumption  of  raw  brucella 
infected  milk. 

The  following  figures  were  received  from  the  Cheshire  County 


Council  (for  Tarvin  R.D.): 

Total 

submitted 

Number 

Brucella 

Positive 

Bulk  samples  . 

18 

1 

Dealer  samples  (Herd  samples) 

117 

— 

Individual  cow  samples . 

232 

3 

367 

4 

There  are  9  dairy  herds  in  the  Tarvin  Rural  District  from 
which  milk  is  sold  raw  to  the  public.  Approximate  daily  gallon - 
age  is  300  gallons. 

During  1969,  there  was  no  control  over  the  sale  of  Brucella 
positive  cows  which  resulted  in  these  animals  being  introduced 
into  herds  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  Agricultural  Act,  1970,  this 
situation  should  be  vastly  improved. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER,  1969 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  the  year  has  been  one  of  progress  in  all  aspects  of 
environmental  health  under  the  control  of  the  Council  and  in 
particular  the  Public  Health  Department. 

With  regard  to  Council  houses,  major  schemes  of  development 
are  at  an  advanced  stage  for  Farndon  and  Tarvin,  whilst  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  older  private  and  Council  dwellings  gathered 
momentum  following  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969. 

There  is  always  scope  for  improvement  and  I  feel  confident 
this  will  be  encouraged  by  the  Council  and  Committees,  but 
progress  is,  of  course,  controlled  by  the  financial  resources  avail¬ 
able. 


I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  and  support 
given  to  me  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  all  the  staff. 

I  also  acknowledge  the  inter-departmental  co-operation 
received  for  which  my  thanks  are  given  to  all  Councillors  and 
officials. 

I  could  not  conclude  without  paying  tribute  to  the  late 
Councillor  Moss  who  was  a  conscientious  and  energetic  Chairman 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  from  1952  until  his  illness  and 
death  early  in  1969. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

R.  MASON, 

M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 

Main  piped  water  supplies  are  wholesome  and  adequate  and 
received  from  three  statutory  undertakers  —  The  Wrexham  and 
East  Denbighshire  Water  Co.,  The  Chester  Waterworks  Co.  and 
The  Mid -Cheshire  Water  Board.  The  latter  supplies  over  90% 
of  mains  water  to  the  District. 

A  total  of  161  water  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  of 
which  only  three  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory.  These  were  due 
to  a  temporary  fault  in  the  main  supply. 

The  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Mid -Cheshire  Water  Board  has 
supplied  the  following  information: 

“Housing  development  has  continued  and  mains  extensions 
have  been  carried  out  for  the  following  Estates: 

Tilston  Green,  Tilston  (Stage  No.  1);  Back  Lane,  Duddon; 
Chester  Road,  Tattenhall;  High  Street,  Tarvin;  Gardenhurst, 
Tiverton  and  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall. 

Improvement  to  supplies  for  Malpas  Works,  Logan  and  Co., 
Malpas. 

Link-up  mains  at  the  Greenland  Estate,  Tattenhall,  and 
between  the  Quarry  Lane  and  Church  Street  Estates,  Kelsall. 

Future  proposals  include  a  new  housing  estate  at  Frog  Lane, 
Tattenhall,  and  improved  supplies  between  The  Rectory,  Tatten¬ 
hall,  and  Fishpond  Farm,  Golborne  Bellow,  and  at  Chorlton  Lane, 
Chorlton.  The  supply  for  the  Willington  Estate  has  not  yet  been 
finalised. 

The  water  supply  contains  no  Sodium  Fluoride  nor  is  any 
added  artificially”. 

The  daily  consumption  in  the  Tarvin  Rural  District  is  over 
500,000  gallons. 


HOUSING 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  applications  for 
Council  accommodation,  particularly  from  young  couples.  The 
high  building  costs  and  mortgage  rates  have  no  doubt  priced  many 
out  of  the  market  and  forced  them  on  to  the  Council  waiting  list. 

At  31st  December,  1969,  there  was  a  total  of  321  applicants 
for  Council  accommodation  (230  for  houses  and  91  for  bungalows 
or  flats)  compared  with  233  the  previous  year. 

136  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year  and  the 
total  number  of  families  re -housed  was  30.  6  new  dwellings  were 
occupied,  these  being  2  bungalows  at  Tarvin  and  4  flats  at  Famdon. 
Total  Council  dwellings  tenanted  at  31st  December,  1969:  797. 
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This  accommodation  is  distributed  as  follows: 


Ashton  . 

Houses 

23 

Bungalows 

8 

Flats 

Total 

31 

Barton  . 

7 

— 

— 

7 

Beeston  . 

12 

2 

— 

14 

Nomansheath 

20 

— 

— 

20 

Broxton  . 

10 

— 

— 

10 

Clotton  . 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Clutton  . 

20 

— 

— 

20 

Coddington  . 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Duddon  . 

27 

— 

— 

27 

Edge . 

14 

— 

— 

14 

Famdon  . 

76 

— 

8 

88 

Hampton  . 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Hargrave  . 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Horton  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Huxley  . 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Kelsall  . 

56 

— 

12 

68 

Larkton  . 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Malpas  . 

114 

20 

12 

136 

Oscroft  . 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Overton  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Shocklach  . 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Tarvin  . 

60 

12 

— 

72 

Tattenhall  . 

114 

14 

16 

144 

Tilston  . 

30 

4 

— 

34 

Tiverton  . 

14 

— 

— 

14 

Waverton  . 

34 

— 

8 

42 

677 

60 

56 

797 

The  Council’s  Engineer 

and  Surveyor  has 

supplied 

the 

following  information  regarding  Council  House  improvements: 


Horton  Green,  Larkton,  Tiverton:  Improvement  of  sewage  disposal 
facilities  completed. 

Famdon:  Improvements  being  carried  out  to  16  Council  houses  at 
The  Crofts. 

Overton  (Malpas):  Scheme  prepared  for  the  improvement  of  2 
Council  houses. 

Edge:  Details  of  the  improvement  of  4  Council  houses  at  Witney 
Lane  approved  by  the  Ministry. 

Tattenhall:  Tenders  awaited  for  the  improvement  of  20  Council 
houses  at  Keysbrook. 
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HOUSING  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 


The  sheltered  housing  envisaged  in  last  year’s  report  is  nearing 
fruition  in  Tattenhall,  and  the  Farndon  development  will  also  in¬ 
clude  warden -supervised  accommodation  consisting  of  bungalows 
and  flats.  This  will  also  be  catered  for  in  the  Tarvin  scheme 
planned  for  late  1970. 

The  modernised  Almshouses  at  Malpas  (Maria  Taylor  and 
Cholmondeley)  provide  useful  accommodation  for  the  elderly  in 
that  area.  The  Rookery  at  Tattenhall  is  an  old  people’s  home 
administered  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


COUNCIL  GARAGES 

The  motor  car  is  becoming  almost  as  important  to  a  family 
as  the  refrigerator,  television  set  or  washing  machine  with  more 
and  more  vehicles  being  parked  at  the  roadside,  particularly  over¬ 
night. 

Nevertheless,  the  Housing  Committee  have  put  their  priorities 
right  in  deciding  that  the  older  type  council  houses,  without 
modern  amenities,  should  be  improved  before  further  garages  are 
provided. 

The  larger  villages  are,  however,  provided  with  a  limited 
number  of  garages  and,  of  course,  all  new  council  dwellings  will 
have  a  garage  or  garage  space. 

Apart  from  council  dwellings,  with  private  garages  adjoining, 
there  are  125  lock-up  Council  garages  distributed  as  follows: 


Ashton  .  17 

Clutton  .  6 

Farndon  .  12 

Gatesheath  .  3 

Kelsall  .  10 

Malpas  .  36 

Tattenhall  .  20 

Tilston  .  9 

Waverton  .  12 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Many  houses  in  this  category  are  being  extended  and  improved 
with  the  assistance  of  Grant  Aid  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969. 
There  are,  however,  properties  beyond  redemption  and  these 
are  dealt  with  as  suitable  Council  accommodation  is  available. 
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Summary  of  Housing  action  taken  during  Post-War  periods: 


1946-68 

1969 

Total 

Houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders 
have  been  made  . 

127 

3 

130 

Houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  have 
been  made  . 

62 

3 

65 

Unfit  houses  on  which  Undertakings  to 
make  them  fit  have  been  accepted 

38 

— 

38 

Unfit  houses  on  which  Undertakings 
have  been  accepted  to  convert  to 
use  for  farm  stock  or  store.  (Not  to 
permit  human  habitation) . 

22 

22 

249 

6 

255 

RENT  ACTS 

There  were  no  applications  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  or 
for  cancellation  of  same  in  1969.  A  Rent  Officer  has  been 
appointed  at  the  County  Hall,  Chester,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act 
of  1968. 


OVERCROWDING 

In  this  Rural  District,  there  is  no  serious  problem  of  legal 
overcrowding  and,  in  fact,  the  small  number  of  overcrowded  houses 
has  been  reduced  since  the  report  of  1968. 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  ...  65 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  statutory  action  ...  — 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made .  3 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  3 

Number  on  which  Undertakings  accepted  not  to  re-let 

unfit  premises  but  convert  for  farm  stock  ...  — 

Number  on  which  Undertakings  were  cancelled  after 

dwellings  made  fit .  1 

Number  on  which  Undertakings  to  make  houses  fit 

offered  and  accepted  .  — 

Number  on  which  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  were 

cancelled  after  dwelling  made  fit .  — 
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HOUSING  GRANTS  1949-64  and  1969 
STANDARD  GRANTS 


The  number  of  applications  for  the  first  8  months  of  the  year 
was  29,  of  which  26  were  approved.  During  the  4  months  following 
the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  15  applications  were 
received  and  all  approved. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  the  average  grant 
per  house  under  the  old  legislation  was  constant  over  the  last 


three  years,  although  the  total  amount  of  grant 

increased. 

Applications  Approved 

1969 

1968 

1967 

Housing  Act,  1957-64  ... 

26 

30 

27 

Housing  Act,  1969 

15 

Total  . 

41 

Total  Grant  Approved 

1969 

1968 

1967 

£ 

£ 

£ 

January -August 

4,240 

4,927 

4,407 

September  -  December 

4,430 

Totals  . 

8,670 

4,927 

4,407 

Average  Grant  per  house 

1969 

1968 

1967 

£ 

£ 

£ 

January -August 

163 

164 

163 

September  -  December 

229 

Thirty -seven  of  the  total  of  41  received  grant  to  a  higher  limit 
and,  being  a  rural  area,  this  involved  30  grants  towards  septic 
tank  treatment  of  sewage.  13  grants  included  a  conversion  or  new 
structure  to  form  a  bathroom,  whilst  one  of  the  premises  received 
a  piped  water  supply  for  the  first  time.  23  approvals  were  in 
respect  of  owner -occupiers  and  18  for  tenanted  dwellings. 


DISCRETIONARY  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

No  applications  were  received  under  the  old  legislation  but 
between  25th  August  and  31st  December,  1969.  7  applications  were 
received  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969.  Four  of  these  were 
approved  during  the  same  period,  the  total  grant  being  £3,856. 
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SEWERAGE 


The  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  provided  the 
following  information: 

Waverton 

Construction  of  new  sewage  disposal  works  completed  and 
plant  in  operation  since  June,  1969. 

Farndon 

Construction  of  extensions  to  sewage  disposal  works  com¬ 
pleted  and  in  operation  since  November,  1969. 

Duddon 

Tenders  to  be  invited  for  construction  of  new  sewage  disposal 
works. 

Malpas 

Design  of  new  sewage  disposal  works  proceeding. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  Refuse  Collection  Service 
and  approximately  3/5ths  of  the  premises  are  now  on  the  sack 
system.  Due  to  the  large  variation  in  costs,  polythene  sacks  are 
now  used  instead  of  paper,  but  this  does  not  present  any  serious 
problems. 

With  the  purchase  of  a  large  impellor  loader  towards  the  end 
of  the  year,  it  was  possible  to  dispense  with  two  small  side-loaders. 
A  revision  of  schedules  is  to  be  implemented  during  the  first  half 
of  1970,  when  it  is  anticipated  that  l  of  the  area  will  receive  a 
weekly  collection,  compared  with  3  at  present.  This  will  be  carried 
out  without  increasing  the  number  of  employees. 


SALVAGE 


Waste  newspapers  and  magazines  collected  at  the  same  time 
as  the  refuse,  is  baled  at  the  Depot.  This  is  the  main  salvage  item, 
and  sales  resulted  in  the  following  income  (the  reduced  income  is 
due  to  less  salvage,  not  the  price  per  ton) : 


Waste  Paper 
Mixed  Rags 
Other 


1969 

£  s.  d. 
541  11  6 
9  16  3 


1968 

£  s.  d. 
646  0  0 
9  116 
1  10  0 


£551  7  9  £657  1  6 


The  cost  of  the  Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection  service  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1970,  was  £32,000. 


19 


OTHER  DUTIES  RELATING  TO  ENVIRONMENTAL 

HEALTH 

GENERAL 

The  following  list  gives  an  indication  of  part  of  your 
Inspectors’  activities  during  1969  where  such  are  not  dealt  with 


elsewhere  in  this  report: 

Informal  notices  served  re: 

Housing  defects  .  32 

Defective  drainage .  15 

Dirty  conditions  .  1 

Offensive  accumulations  .  4 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  — 

Defects  in  Factories .  — 

Petroleum  spirit  stores  .  20 

Food  Premises  .  2 

Number  of  written  complaints  received .  81 


In  addition,  many  complaints  are  made  verbally  to  the 
Inspectors  during  their  district  work  or  at  the  office. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act,  which  deals  with  health,  safety  and  welfare 
provisions,  applies  to  any  employers’  office,  retail  shop,  wholesale 
department,  catering  establishment  or  fuel  storage  depot,  and 
extends  by  regulations  the  above  conditions  to  include  over¬ 
crowding,  first  aid  requisites,  reporting  of  accidents,  etc.,  with  a 
primary  requirement  on  the  employer  to  apply  to  the  Council  for 
registration,  to  enable  inspections  to  be  made. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  statutory  return  made  for 
1969: 


Registration  and  General  Inspections 

No.  of 
premises 
newly 
registered 
during 
the  year 

Total 

No.  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end 
of  year 

No,  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
general 
inspection 
during 
the  year 

Offices  . 

— 

20 

17 

Retail  Shops 

2 

30 

30 

Wholesale  Shops,  Ware- 

houses  . 

— 

— 

5 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public. 

Canteens  . 

— 

17 

17 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

3 

2 

Totals  . 

2 

75 

71 

20 


Number  of  persons  employed 


M 

F 

Total 

Offices . 

37 

40 

77 

Retail  Shops  . 

22 

76 

98 

Wholesale  Depts.,  Ware¬ 
houses  . 

12 

3 

15 

Catering  establishments 
Canteens  . 

29 

53 

82 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ... 

9 

— 

9 

109 

172 

281 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

There  was  a  very  small  fluctuation  in  the  number  of  factories 
on  the  register  during  the  year  and  at  the  31st  December,  1969,  72 
were  on  the  register. 

Being  a  non -industrial  area  most  of  the  factories  are  on  a 
small,  family  basis  with  only  one  or  two  employees.  Contraventions 
are  therefore  very  rare  and  when  found  are  immediately  rectified 

on  verbal  request. 

« 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

Number  Number  Formal 
on  of  Notices 

Register  Inspections  served 

(1)  Factories  in  which  sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  enforced 


by  Local  Authorities 

— 

— 

— 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

45 

108 

(3)  Other  premises  (e.g.  building 
sites)  . 

18 

76 

— 

Totals  . 

63 

184 

— 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect¬ 
ive  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  . 

Totals  . 


Referred  Referred 
to  by 

H.M.  H.M. 

Found  Remedied  Insp.  Insp. 


1  1 


3  3 


2  2 


6  6 


OUTWORKERS 

There  were  no  outworkers  on  the  register  during  1969. 


LICENSED  PREMISES 

Conditions  have  continued  to  improve  throughout  the  year 
and  routine  inspections  showed  that  the  premises  are  most  satis¬ 
factory.  Licensees  are  very  co-operative  and  are  keen  to  comply 
with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


ERADICATION  OF  INSECTS 

A  number  of  complaints  regarding  flies  and  wasps  were  dealt 
with  in  private  houses.  Apart  from  these  and  an  occasional  in¬ 
festation  of  cockroaches  there  has  been  no  problem  which,  in  a 
rural  area  is  most  gratifying. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

There  has  again  been  no  complaint  of  the  Rodent  Control 
Service  and  the  Council’s  Operative  has  carried  out  his  duties  in 
a  most  efficient  manner. 

The  annual  10  per  cent  testbaiting  of  the  Council’s  property 
showed  there  to  be  no  infestation. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  return  made  to  the 
Ministry: 

Non- Agricultural  Agricultural 


Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  follow¬ 
ing  notification  .  37 

Number  infested  by:  (i)  Rats  ...  28 

(ii)  Mice  ...  9 


4 

4 

3 


Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification  .  1179  381 


Number  infested  by:  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


24  19 

13  4 


KNACKER  S  YARD 

The  management  of  the  Malpas  Knacker’s  yard  are  aware  of 
the  necessity  to  avoid  any  nuisance  as  far  as  possible.  Despite 
precautions,  the  by-products  side  of  the  works  is  an  occasional 
source  of  complaint,  especially  in  certain  states  of  the  weather. 
Nevertheless  the  number  of  complaints  has  noticeably  reduced. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1960 

Premises  subject  to  these  Regulations  are  shown  grouped  in 
categories  of  trade  and  the  application  of  and  compliance  with. 
Regulations  16  and  19  as  requested  by  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
1/66. 


Cafes,  Restaurants,  Food  Preparation 

Total  No, 

Reg.  16 
(W.H.B.) 

Reg.  19 
(Sink) 

Premises  . 

22 

22 

22 

Public  Houses . 

30 

30 

30 

Bakehouses  . 

6 

6 

6 

Shops  . 

58 

58  Not 

applicable 

No  statutory  action  was  necessary  following  inspection  of 
registered  premises,  but  where  conditions  were  found  to  have 
deteriorated  verbal  cautions  were  given  and  complied  with. 


LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 
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ICE  CREAM 


Eighty -two  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice  cream.  All  of  these,  with  one  exception,  are  limited  to  the 
pre-  wrapped  product  which  is  less  likely  to  be  contaminated  than 
the  loose  article. 

Travelling  retailers  in  the  District  originate  from  neighbouring 
authorities,  but  a  check  is  made  on  the  standard  of  hygiene  and 
cleanliness  of  personnel  and  the  vehicles  of  retailers. 

Number  of  samples  analysed  .  12 

Number  of  samples  resulting  in  Grade  1  12 

Number  of  samples  resulting  in  Grade  2  — 

Number  of  samples  resulting  in  Grade  3  — 

Number  of  samples  resulting  in  Grade  4  — 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1969. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS 
Anthrax  Order  1938 

Notifications  of  suspected  Anthrax  during  1969  ...  70 

Notifications  confirmed  as  Anthrax  .  1 

Swine  Fever  Order  1963 

Number  of  restriction  notices  . .  — 

WASTE  FOODS  ORDER  1957 

Three  plants  at  Tarvin,  Hargrave  and  Tilston  are  licensed  by 
the  County  Council  for  the  pressure  boiling  of  waste  foods  in 
accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  Order. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  seven  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the  district.  All 
the  occupiers  had  their  licences  renewed  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 

There  were  20  slaughtermen  in  the  district  licensed  under  the 
above  Act  in  1969. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  of  food  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  district  has  been  maintained  although  there  was 
a  27  per  cent  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  killed  compared 
with  1968.  Authorised  charges  are  made  on  the  occupiers  for 
inspection  and  marking. 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  in  the 
Council’s  area  during  the  year,  with  particulars  of  each  class  of 
animal  found  to  be  unfit,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  in  the 
usual  form: 


Cattle 
ex  Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

and 

Calves  Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

Numbers  killed  ... 

1,020 

795 

551 

4,710 

7,541 

— 

14,617 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

13 

70 

19 

5 

35 

— 

142 

Part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

30 

29 

— 

17 

156 

— 

142 

Percentage  affected 

4 

12 

3.5 

0.5 

2.5 

— 

2.5 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Part  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

4 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Refrigeration  treat¬ 
ment  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Nil 

The  above  figures  include  the  following  casualties: 

7  beasts,  525  cows,  33  calves,  15  sheep,  65  pigs;  total  645.... 

The  above  total  figure  represents  a  500  per  cent  increase  in 
the  number  of  ‘casualties’  inspected,  the  detailed  inspection  of 
which  is  much  more  time  consuming  than  auction  cattle. 

The  total  weight  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  condemned  by 
your  Food  Inspectors  at  slaughterhouses  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  was  29  tons,  8  cwt.,  10  lbs. 
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Cysticercus  Bovis 

List  of  cases  discovered  over  the  past  19  years: 

Year  Beasts  Cows  Total 


1951-60 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 


30  100  130 

3— 3 
8—8 

10  —  10 

6—6 

4— 4 
2—2 
2—2 

Nil  —  Nil 

4  7  11 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  which  possess  facilities  for 
sterilising  on  the  premises. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  processors  of  unfit 
meat  to  collect  from  the  slaughterhouses  and  convey  the  material 
in  a  locked  container  to  their  works  outside  the  district  for 
treatment. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

There  are  two  main  processing  establishments  in  the  area.  At 
one  of  these  capons  are  sent  out  uneviscerated,  whilst  at  the  other 
chickens  are  the  main  type  of  bird  processed. 


Number  Percentage  Weight 


Type 

Processed  Condemned 

Condemned 

Capons 

2,200 

1 

176  lbs. 

Chickens 

24,200 

2 

1,936  lbs. 

Total 

26,400 

3 

2,112  lbs. 

A  limited 

number  of  turkeys 

and 

geese  are  processed 

occasionally. 
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FOOD  ADULTERATION 


List  of  Samples  obtained  in  the  Tarvin  Rural  District  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1969,  reported  by  W.  K.  Nattrass. 


Name  of  Sample 

Almond  Culinary  Flavouring 

Beans  (Butter)  . 

Boracic  Ointment . 

Butter  . 

Camphorated  Oil . 

Cauliflower  . 

Cheese  (Cheshire)  ...  . 

Coffee  (Instant)  . 

Cognac  . 

Cream  Soda  . 

Curry  Sauce  . 

Dandelion  and  Burdock 
Eclairs  (Chocolate)  ...  . 

Egg  Custard  and  Rice 

Fudge  (Buttered) . 

Glycerin  B.P . 

Honey  . 

Horseradish  Relish  ...  . 

Horseradish  Sauce . 

Iced  Lolly  . 

Lemonade  (Bitter)  ...  . 

Lemon  Juice . 

Margarine  . 

Milk  . 

Milk  (Dried  Skimmed) 

Mincemeat  . 

Mint  Sauce  . 

Mushrooms  . 

Nutmeg  (Ground)  ...  . 

Onions  (Dried)  . 

Onions  (Pickled)  . 

Orange  Crush . 

Paraffin  (Liquid) . 

Peanut  Butter . 

Piccalilli  (Chopped)  ...  . 

Rum  . 

Sage  (Dried) . 

Sausage  (Pork)  . 

Soup  (Mushroom)  ...  . 

Sweetener  Tablets . 

Syrup  (Golden)  . 

Vinegar  . 


Number  adulterated 
or  not  up  to  the 
Number  recognised  standard 
obtained  or  quality 

1 

1  — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  — 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

60 

1  — 

1 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  4  complaints  of  a  very  minor  character 
were  dealt  with  involving  cheese  (2),  bread  and  pastry,  but  these 
did  not  call  for  statutory  action. 

List  of  complaints  received  from  private  purchasers  in  the  Tarvin 
Rural  District. 

From  Date  Nature  Remarks 

Housewife  ...  17th  July,  1969  ...  Foreign  matter  ...  Bakers 

in  cake  cautioned 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS  1928-36 

Petroleum  Spirit  (Petrol)  Stores 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  conditions  under  which 
petroleum  spirit  or  mixtures  are  stored  under  licence  and  there 
is  co-operation  in  this  respect  with  the  County  Fire  Brigade 
Authority. 

Number  of  licensed  stores  on  the  register  at  Dec.,  1968  114 

Number  of  licensed  stores  discontinued  in  1969  .  3 

Number  of  new  stores  inspected  and  licensed  .  2 

Total  number  of  licensed  stores  on  register  at  Dec.,  1969  ...  113 

Number  of  retailers  of  petroleum  spirit  .  28 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  50 
(Burial  of  the  Dead) 

No  action  was  called  for  in  1969. 


AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY),  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE 
(PROVISIONS)  ACT  1956 

No  statutory  action  was  required  during  the  year. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

There  are  four  such  establishments  in  the  district  and  licences 
were  renewed  during  the  year  to  occupiers  of  approved  kennels. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

The  licensing  of  any  premises,  including  a  stall  or  market 
barrow,  where  pet  animals  are  sold,  is  a  duty  of  this  Council. 

No  licences  under  the  Act  have  been  granted  during  the  year. 


28 


CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


South-West  Cheshire 
Divisional  Health  Committee 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

1969 

DR.  W.  A.  POLLITT,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
(Divisional  Medical  Officer) 


ST.  MARTIN’S  HOUSE 

PRINCESS  STREET,  Telephone:  CHESTER  27161 

CHESTER  Extn.  55/56 


30 


Annual  Report  on  the  Health  Services  of  the 
South  West  Cheshire  Division  in  the  year  1969 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  Divisional 
Health  Services  for  the  year  1969.  The  Division  comprises  of  the 
Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Chester  and 
Tarvin. 

The  total  population  has  increased  from  105,750  in  1968  to 
107,580  in  1969.  The  area  of  the  Division  is  115,584  acres. 

As  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  previous  year  there  have 
been  several  new  policy  decisions  concerning  the  running  of  Child 
Welfare  Centres.  These  have  been  put  into  effect;  the  Clinics 
have  effected  the  change  over,  and  the  mothers  have  become  used 
to  the  new  approaches  which  are  being  made  for  the  care  of  their 
children.  This  new  approach  is  to  create  a  general  screening  ser¬ 
vice  for  all  fit  children,  to  ensure  that  their  development  is  pro¬ 
ceeding  normally,  and  along  natural  lines.  This  involves  regular 
routine  checks  by  the  staff  of  the  Clinic  Centres. 

The  village  of  Elton  is  again  unfortunate  that  the  second 
building  in  which  this  Clinic  has  been  housed  has  now  been  gutted 
by  fire.  The  first  building  was  the  Village  Club  and  the  second 
one  to  suffer  this  fate  is  the  Recreational  Club  of  the  Ince  Power 
Station.  To  date  no  alternative  accommodation  has  been  found  to 
accommodate  the  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

During  the  year  there  was  a  re-organisation  of  the  adminstra- 
tion  of  the  Divisional  Health  Services.  This  involved  the  transfer 
of  some  clerical  staff  to  the  Stanney  Lane  Clinic  Centre  and  other 
members  to  the  Divisional  Office  at  Chester.  The  public  at  Elles¬ 
mere  Port  have  now  become  used  to  approaching  the  information 
office  at  the  Stanney  Lane  Clinic  for  all  enquiries  concerning  the 
Health  Services  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Health  Committee.  The 
centralization  of  the  Records  and  Clerical  Staff  at  Chester  have 
also  greatly  facilitated  the  general  administration  of  services 
notably  the  Home  Help  Service,  Chiropody  Service  and  School 
Medical  records. 

During  the  year  the  policy  of  the  County  Health  Committee  to 
appoint  full-time  Chiropodists  to  the  County  Health  Service  was 
inaugurated  in  the  South-West  Cheshire  Division  in  place  of 
private  Chiropodists  being  used  on  an  agency  basis.  Two  half¬ 
time  Chiropodists  were  appointed;  one  dealing  with  the  Ellesmere 
Port  area  and  the  other  with  the  more  Rural  parts  of  the  Division 
based  on  Chester.  These  Chiropodists  are  gradually  taking  over 
the  new  cases  as  the  requests  for  treatment  are  made.  They  hold 
Clinics  at  York  Road,  and  at  St.  Martin’s  House,  Chester.  Facilities 
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are  available  for  Clinics  to  be  held  in  other  locations  as  and  when 
the  demand  arises.  During  the  initial  period,  whilst  the  case  load 
of  the  Chiropodists  is  building  up,  they  are  assisting  the  School 
Health  Service  in  examining  and  treating  the  feet  of  school  child¬ 
ren  and  giving  talks  on  foot  hygiene  and  foot  care. 

Activities  in  the  field  of  care  of  the  handicapped  continue  to 
increase.  The  Waverton  Club  has  gone  from  strength  to  strength 
and  the  numbers  now  attending  are  22.  This  is  very  good  news 
after  the  rather  hesitant  start  to  the  Club  in  its  early  days.  In 
addition  to  the  activities  at  Waverton  the  Ellesmere  Port  area  has 
started  a  Club  for  handicapped  swimmers.  This  venture  has  been 
due  to  the  excellent  co-operation  between  the  Ellesmere  Port 
Borough  Council,  the  Borough  Architect  and  various  voluntary 
organisations  in  the  area.  This  Club  is  held  at  the  new  Civic 
baths  at  Ellesmere  Port  on  a  Tuesday  evening  at  a  session  where 
the  public  are  excluded.  Instruction  is  given  by  voluntary  helpers 
and  the  transport  to  and  from  the  Club  is  arranged  by  volunteers. 
In  the  early  days  assistance  and  advice  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Humphreys  the  Occupational  Therapist  and  also  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  but  the  venture  is  now  self-supporting. 

The  measles  immunisation  programme  was  just  getting  under 
way  in  the  year  1968  when  owing  to  certain  adverse  reactions  from 
one  of  the  vaccines  in  use  the  programme  had  to  be  severely  cur¬ 
tailed,  as  the  vaccine  in  question  was  withdrawn  from  circulation. 
This  has  caused  a  cessation  of  the  programme.  Only  children 
whose  parents  specifically  requested  immunisation  were  offered 
facilities  due  to  the  shortage  of  vaccine.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
within  the  next  two  to  three  months  supplies  of  vaccine  will  be 
sufficient  for  us  to  re -commence  the  mass  immunisation  scheme. 

I  wish  to  record  my  apprecation  of  the  support  received  from 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  throughout  the  year, 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  generous  help, 
to  Mr.  Bernie,  Clerk  to  the  Committee,  and  to  the  Clerical  staff 
for  their  co-operation  on  all  occasions. 

W.  A.  POLLITT,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


SOUTH-WEST  CHESHIRE 
DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Report  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1969 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
Ante-Natal  Clinics 

There  are  two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  the  Division.  These 
Clinics  are  staffed  by  Consultant  Obstetricians,  Midwives  and 
Health  Visitors.  Mothers  also  attend  at  these  Clinics  for  Post- 
Natal  examination.  Whilst  the  numbers  attending  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  are  steadily  increasing,  the  numbers  of  mothers  who  return 
for  a  Post-Natal  check-up  after  their  baby  is  born  is  very  disap¬ 
pointing.  The  Post-Natal  examination  is  important  as  many  small 
gynaecological  abnormalities  can  be  corrected  at  this  stage  and 
save  mothers  suffering  from  minor  ill  health  and  discomforts  in 
the  future. 

In  addition  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  in  Ellesmere  Port 
there  is  also  a  Midwives  Ante-Natal  and  Preparation  Clinic  at  the 
Weston  Grove  Clinic,  Upton. 

Instruction  is  provided  in  mothercraft  for  those  attending  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  by  means  of  talks,  demonstrations,  discussion 
groups  and  the  showing  of  film  strips  and  films.  Relaxation  Classes 
are  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Ante -Natal  Clinics. 

Attendance  figures  at  the  two  Clinics  are  set  out  below.  These 
show  an  increase  in  attendance  for  the  Ante -Natal  Clinics,  but  a 
regrettable  fall  in  attendance  for  Post-Natal  Examination. 


ANTE- 

•NATAL 

POST-NATAL 

New 

Total 

New 

Total 

Cases  Attendances 

Cases 

Attendances 

Ellesmere  Port  .. 

444 

2189 

43 

47 

Great  Sutton 

278 

1386 

14 

15 

Dental  facilities 

are  available 

free  of 

charge  to 

expectant 

and  nursing  mothers,  and  during  the  year  39  women  received 
treatment. 


CHILD  HEALTH  CLINICS 

There  has  been  an  alteration  in  the  policy  affecting  Child 
Welfare  Centres  due  to  a  changing  attitude  to  the  type  of  work 
and  assistance  these  clinics  should  give  to  mothers.  Instead  of 


33 


frequent  attendances  at  the  clinics  especially  during  the  child’s 
early  months  which  then  tail  off  as  the  child  becomes  older  to 
very  infrequent  and  often  non-attendance  in  the  child’s  second, 
third  and  fourth  years  of  life.  At  the  present  time  mothers  are 
encouraged  to  attend  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  birth  of  the 
child  and  they  are  then  given  appointments  to  attend  at  certain 
intervals  during  the  child’s  life  for  periodic  check-ups  of  progress 
that  the  child  is  making  both  physically  and  mentally.  It  is  thought 
that  this  is  of  greater  value  than  the  random  attendances  that 
mothers  made  with  their  children  in  previous  years. 

If,  however,  a  mother  has  a  specific  fear  or  worry  which  she 
wishes  to  discuss  with  either  the  Health  Visitor  or  the  Doctor 
she  can  attend  at  any  normal  clinic  session  without  waiting  for 
an  appointment,  and  she  would  be  seen  straight  away. 

New  Cases  and  attendances  at  individual  clinics: 


New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

0—1 

0—1 

1—2 

2—5 

Ashton  . 

41 

407 

132 

85 

Barrow  . 

19 

49 

17 

22 

Christleton  . 

24 

188 

94 

55 

Elton  . 

22 

149 

47 

55 

Famdon  . 

25 

183 

72 

72 

Great  Boughton  . 

47 

283 

72 

49 

Huntington  . 

29 

253 

70 

62 

Kelsall  . 

30 

227 

167 

118 

Malpas  . 

39 

348 

118 

55 

Saughall  . 

59 

343 

101 

94 

Tarvin  . 

74 

543 

93 

38 

Tattenhall  . 

29 

183 

81 

17 

Upton  . 

201 

1734 

335 

110 

Vicars  Cross  . 

107 

788 

229 

117 

Waverton  . 

50 

479 

143 

57 

E.  Port  (Stanney  Lane) 

610 

2460 

425 

185 

„  (Westminster) 

116 

1238 

497 

309 

Great  Sutton  . 

231 

1506 

282 

90 

Little  Sutton 

(Community  Centre) 

120 

782 

152 

117 

1873 

12143 

3137 

1707 

Attendances  of  children  under  5  at  the  following  Specialist  Clinic: 

New  Total 
Cases  Attendances 

Ophthalmic  .  37  115 

E.N.T.  under  5 .  9  11 
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DENTAL  CLINICS 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Inspections 

Visits 

Extractioas 

Fillings 

Children  0 — 5  years 

298 

431 

304 

168 

Expectant  and 

Nursing  Mothers 

39 

125 

33 

53 

Dentures  supplied:  6 

HEARING  SCREENING  CLINICS 

New  Cases 

Re-Tests  Passed 

Failed 

Ellesmere  Port  . 

497 

28 

488 

37 

Famdon  . 

30 

1 

28 

3 

Great  Boughton . 

70 

7 

66 

11 

Great  Sutton  . 

303 

12 

296 

16 

Tarvin  . 

25 

1 

26 

— 

Upton  . 

149 

13 

143 

19 

Vicars  Cross  . 

90 

10 

93 

7 

Saughall  . 

43 

10 

47 

6 

Waverton  . 

35 

1 

34 

1 

1242 

83 

1215 

102 

Health  Visitors  who  have  been  specially  trained  in  the  tech¬ 
nique  carry  out  these  routine  tests  of  hearing  on  babies  of  nine 
months  and  over  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Phenylketenuria 

This  illness,  due  to  the  failure  of  the  body  to  exrete  poisonous 
substances  made  by  a  malfunction  of  the  digestive  system,  causes 
a  failure  of  mental  growth  leaving  the  affected  child  mentally 
subnormal. 

The  early  recognition  of  this  illness  in  children  means  that  any 
further  deterioration  can  be  prevented  by  putting  the  child  on  a 
special  diet  which  stops  the  adverse  substances  being  created. 

The  test  to  discover  this  illness,  called  the  Guthrie  Test,  is 
performed  by  the  midwife,  either  at  home  or  in  hospital,  on  the 
seventh  or  eighth  day  after  birth.  It  involves  getting  a  spot  of 
blood  from  a  prick  on  the  baby’s  heel.  This  is  collected  on  special 
absorbent  paper  and  sent  to  a  laboratory  for  testing. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS 
Cervical  Smear  Clinics 

The  three  Clinics  dealing  with  Cervical  Smears  continued  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  They  were  located  at  Stanney  Lane,  Great  Sutton 
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and  Chester  Clinics.  The  numbers  requesting  examination  have 
increased  on  the  previous  year.  We  are  now  also  having  approaches 
from  Industry  asking  for  facilities  to  be  made  available  either  at 
the  Clinics  or  in  the  works  premises  where  conditions  are  suitable 
for  the  examination  of  their  employees.  The  County  Council  has 
made  the  facilities  of  the  Cervical  Smear  Clinics  available  to  all 
the  County  staff  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  examination. 

As  well  as  testing  for  Cancer  of  the  cervix  patients  are  also 
examined  to  eliminate  Cancer  of  the  breast,  which  is  four  times 
more  prevalent  than  the  Cervical  Cancer. 

Number  attended  .  892 

Number  referred  for  further  investigation  ...  10 

Number  of  treatable  cancer  conditions  ...  ...  '  2 

Elderly  Fit  Persons’  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  devised  to  provide  a  service  for  elderly  who  do 
not  feel  the  need  to  attend  their  Doctor.  The  Clinic  gives  a  com¬ 
prehensive  medical  check-up.  Doctor  Bradbury,  the  retired 
General  Practitioner,  who  holds  this  Clinic  on  our  behalf,  reports 
that  the  persons  who  attend  it  were  most  appreciative  of  the 
facilities  and  to  receive  re -assurance  of  having  been  checked  over 
and  where  necessary  being  referred  to  their  own  Doctors.  Doctor 
Bradbury  states  however  that  he  would  like  to  see  more  first 
attenders  but  he  finds  it  difficult  to  know  how  this  could  be 
brought  about.  I  would  agree  with  him  on  this  point  as  we  have 
tried  several  methods  to  encourage  people  to  attend  this  Clinic 
which  I  feel  is  most  important  but  we  continue  to  be  unsuccessful 
in  getting  adequate  numbers  of  people  presenting  themselves. 

Number  of  first  attendances  .  33 

Number  of  subsequent  attendances  .  32 
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Number  referred  to  own  Doctor:  First  Attenders  ...  33 


Number  referred  to  Optician  ... 
Number  referred  to  Chiropodist 


3 

1 


CLINIC  FACILITIES 


Child  Health  Clinics 


Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane, 
Ellesmere  Port 


Tuesday  and  Friday 


afternoon  each  week 
Monday  afternoon  each  week 


Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 
Great  Sutton 


Old  People’s  Community  Centre, 
C  heater  Road,  Little  Sutton 


Thursday  morning  each  week 
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Congregational  Church  Hall, 

Grace  Road,  Ellesmere  Port 

Parish  Room,  Ashton 

Village  Hall,  Barrow 

Women's  Institute,  Christleton 

Chapel  House,  Famdon 

Congregational  Church  Hall, 

Great  Boughton 

Village  Hall,  Huntington 

Parish  Hall,  Kelsall 

Jubilee  Hall,  Malpas 

Vernon  Institute,  Saughall 

The  Old  School,  Tarvin 

Barbour  Institute,  Tattenhall 

Welfare  Centre,  Upton 

Presbyterian  Church  Hall,  Waverton 

Congregational  Church  Hall, 

Vicars  Cross 

Ante  Natai  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane, 
Ellesmere  Port 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 
Great  Sutton 


Wednesday  afternoon  each  week 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
afternoon  each  month 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
afternoon  each  month 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday 
afternoon  each  month 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
afternoon  each  month 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
afternoon  each  month 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
afternoon  each  month 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
afternoon  each  month 

1st,  3rd  and  5th  Monday 
afternoon  each  month 

1st  and  3rd  Monday 
afternoon  each  month 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
afternoon  each  month 

1st  and  3rd  Monday 
afternoon  each  month 

Thursday  afternoon 
each  month 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
afternoon  each  month 

Tuesday  afternoon 
each  week 


Monday  morning  and 
Wednesday  afternoon 
each  week 

Wednesday  morning 
each  week  (Consultant) 

Wednesday  afternoon 
each  week  (Mid wives) 


Monday  afternoon 
each  week 

Thursday  afternoon 
each  week 


By  appointment 
By  appointment 


Midwives  Clinics  and  Preparation  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane, 

Ellesmere  Port 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 

Great  Sutton 


Dental  Clinics  (Expectant  Mothers) 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane 
Ellesmere  Port 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 
Great  Sutton 
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Dental  Clinics  (Pre-School,  School  Children) 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane  By  appointment 

Ellesmere  Port 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road,  By  appointment 

Great  Sutton 

Welfare  Centre,  St.  Martin’s  House,  By  appointment 

Chester 


Welfare  Centre,  Weston  Grove, 
Upton 


By  appointment 


Cervical  Cytology  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane, 
Ellesmere  Port 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 
Great  Sutton 

Welfare  Centre,  St.  Martin’s  House, 
Chester 


2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
morning  each  month 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday 
morning  each  month 

Wednesday  morning 
as  required 


Audiology  and  Screening  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane, 
Ellesmere  Port 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 
Great  Sutton 

Welfare  Centre,  Weston  Grove, 
Upton 

Welfare  Centre,  St.  Martin’s  House, 
Chester 


Tuesday  morning  each  week 
By  appointment 
By  appointment 
By  appointment 


Paediatric  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 
Great  Sutton 


Speech  Therapy  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane, 
Ellesmere  Port 


Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 
Great  Sutton 

Welfare  Centre,  St.  Martin’s  House, 
Chester 

Geriatric  Clinics 

Welfare  Centre,  Stanney  Lane, 
Ellesmere  Port 

Welfare  Centre,  Old  Chester  Road, 
Great  Sutton 


1st  Monday  morning 
each  month 
1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
morning  each  month 
4th  Tuesday  afternoon 
each  month 
By  appointment 


Tuesday  afternoon, 
Wednesday  morning, 
Thursday  morning 
and  afternoon 
By  appointment 

Wednesday  afternoon 
By  appointment 

By  appointment 


3rd  Thursday  afternoon 
each  month 

3rd  Tuesday  afternoon 
each  month 


Vaccination  and  Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  all  Child 
Health  Clinics  by  computer  appointment. 
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DAY  NURSERY 


The  County  Health  committee  reviewed  the  Day  Nursery  pro¬ 
vision  of  the  County  during  the  year  and  have  concluded  that  an 
additional  nursery  sited  in  the  Ellesmere  Port  area  is  required. 
This  building  has  been  placed  in  a  high  priority  category  to  be 
scheduled  when  budgetary  conditions  allow. 

Facilities  continue  to  be  made  available  to  local  schools  for 
the  older  girls  to  attend  for  training  in  mothercraft.  Also  students 
from  several  courses  visited  the  nursery  as  part  of  their  instruction 
in  social  services  and  technique  of  child  care.  These  were  Teacher 
Training  Students,  Pupil  Health  Visitors  and  Pupil  Midwives.  Also 
students  on  the  Pre-Nursing  Course  at  the  College  of  Further 
Education. 

Attendances  throughout  the  year  have  fluctuated  ;  whilst  at 
times  the  Nursery  is  full  to  capacity,  at  other  times  there  are, 
regrettably,  occasions  when  attendances  are  poor.  Some  of  the 
absences  are  due  to  seasonal  ailments.  In  other  instances  they  are 
due  to  the  lack  of  responsibility  of  social  problem  parents  to  their 
children,  who  for  one  reason  or  another  fail  to  bring  them  to  the 
nursery.  Certain  of  the  children  are  admitted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  child  not  necessarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  parents,  and  whilst 
absences  are  to  be  deplored  it  is  essential  to  keep  the  child’s  name 
on  the  register  to  ensure  that  as  far  as  possible  the  child  receives 
care,  attention  and  nourishment. 

Everything  is  done  to  encourage  the  parents  to  bring  their 
children.  Poor  attenders  are  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors 
and  Child  Care  Officers. 

The  Nursery  is  a  50  place  training  nursery,  and  in  an  endeavour 
to  maintain  an  average  attendance  near  to  this  figure,  we  have  had 
65  children  on  the  register.  Further  increases  in  the  number  on 
the  register  are  impracticable  due  to  the  risk  of  severe  overcrowd¬ 
ing  should  attendances  improve. 

Cases  were  referred  for  admission  from  several  sources. 
Parents,  General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors,  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  and  the  Area  Children’s  Officer. 

The  Nursery  is  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a  train¬ 
ing  nursery  for  Nursery  Students  and  during  the  year  2  Nursery 
Students  were  in  training. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  65  children  on  the  register 
all  of  whom  were  priority  cases. 


No.  Attending 
Daily  Average 


Attendances 

Total 

4601 

5930 


Aged  0 — 2  years 
„  2 — 5  years 


19 

24 
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MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 


Number  of  births  during  the  year — 2033  (including  16  still¬ 
births).  (Adjusted  for  inward  and  outward  transfers). 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

There  have  been  staff  changes  during  the  year.  Miss  Williams 
left  shortly  after  getting  married  and  in  her  place  Mrs.  Heamden 
was  appointed.  Due  to  the  prolonged  illness  of  Miss  Fellows,  Mrs. 
Hearnden  has,  since  her  appointment,  had  to  have  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  looking  after  the  whole  of  the  Divisional  Services,  a  task 
which  she  has  carried  out  with  extreme  competence  and  tremen¬ 
dous  application.  I  would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the 
very  hard  work  and  the  very  competent  manner  in  which  she  has 
accomplished  this  very  difficult  task. 

The  service  as  a  whole  continues  to  function  effectively.  The 
supply  of  Home  Helps  varies  from  area  to  area  but  in  the  majority 
of  cases  we  are  able  to  give  reasonable  cover  for  our  patients. 
Occasionally  we  have  to  bring  helps  considerable  distances  from 
other  parts  of  the  Division  and  on  these  occasions  special  travel¬ 
ling  allowances  can  be  granted  when  the  help  uses  her  own 
transport. 

Average  hours  per  case  per  year: 

1963 —  195.6  hours  per  case  per  year. 

1964— 182.5  „  „  „  „  „ 

1965— 180.2  „  „  „  „  „ 

1966 —  175.7  . .  ,, 

1967— 155.0 

1968 —  168.5  „  „  . 

1969 —  163.3 

Number  of  persons  supplied  with  Domestic  Help: 

1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969 

274  334  395  421  410  497  440  408 

Number  of  persons  for  whom  there  was  a  continued  need  for 
the  supply  of  help  as  at  31st  December  of  each  year: 


1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

169 

193 

218 

229 

237 

308 

284 

314 

Number  of  hours  supplied: 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

59,533 

65,337 

72,081 

75,885 

72,039 

77,069 

74,166 

66,530 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  Domestic  Help  supplied  to 
persons  with  a  continued  need  as  at  the  31st  December,  1969: 

1  case  has  been  in  receipt  of  help  for  14  years. 
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2  cases  have  been  in  receipt  of  help  for  1 1  years. 


4 

12 

10 

16 

20 

24 

21 

30 

52 

50 

72 
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408  persons  received  domestic  help  during  the  year  and  the 
following  is  an  analysis  of  the  types  of  cases  to  whom  help  was 
given: 


(a) 

Persons  over  65  . 

.  316 

(b) 

Chronic  sick  including  T.B. 

.  32 

(c) 

Mentally  disordered  . 

.  1 

(d) 

Maternity  . 

.  .  27 

(e) 

Others  . 

.  32 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year: 

A.  No.  of  new  applicants  .  321 

(of  these  86  were  cancelled) 

B.  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.69  116 

C.  No.  of  cases  attended  during  the  year  .  408 

D.  No.  of  cases  of  continued  need  at  31.12.69  ...  314 

E.  No.  of  hours  Domestic  Help  supplied  .  66,530 


Convalescence 

Four  people  were  sent  for  convalescence  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
1.  Tuberculosis 


Cases  notified  . 

14 

(a) 

Removed  from  area  . 

1 

(b) 

Recovered  . 

14 

(c) 

Died  . 

1 

(d) 

Number  on  the  Register  at  the  close  of  the  year 

572 

2.  Nursing  Equipment 

958  articles  were  loaned  to  elderly,  nursing  and  handicapped 
persons  during  the  year.  The  period  of  loan  varies  in  accordance 
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with  the  needs,  in  the  first  instance  the  loan  is  for  three  months 
which  can  be  extended  if  required. 

The  Nursing  Equipment  is  mainly  stored  at  the  Divisional 
Offices,  Chester  and  Ellesmere  Port,  the  following  is  a  list  of  the 
various  items  held: 


Invalid  Wheelchairs. 
Sheets,  single. 

Sheets,  draw. 

Sheets,  rubber-plastic. 
Air  rings. 

Walking  sticks. 

Special  Spastic  Chair. 
Water  /  Air  Beds. 

Bed  Pulley. 

Back  Rests. 

Bed  Pans. 

Urinals. 

Ramp. 

Helping  Hand. 


Sputum  Mugs. 

Sputum  Flasks. 

Hoyer  Hoist. 

Dunlopillo  Mattresses. 
Dunlopillo  Cushions. 

Bed  Cages. 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  Alarm. 
Beds  with  Chain  and  Handle. 

3  and  4  legged  Walking  Aids. 
Commodes. 

Crutches. 

Special  Toddler’s  Walking  Aid. 
Bonaped  Walking  Aid. 
Fireguards. 


In  addition  the  District  Nurse/Midwives  in  the  Rural  areas 
each  have  a  small  stock  of  the  smaller  items,  bedpans,  urinals, 
rubber  sheets,  etc. 


3.  Handicapped  Persons 

(a)  There  are  265  cases  on  the  handicapped  persons  register, 
many  of  whom  are  in  employment.  These  cases  are  now 
having  routine  visits  from  an  Occupational  Therapist  who 
assesses  their  needs,  i.e.,  adaptations ;  occupational 
therapy  ;  liaison  with  Disabled  Resettlement  Officer  to 
obtain  suitable  employment ;  or  encourages  them  to 
attend  the  Handicapped  Club. 

(b)  Number  of  persons  in  the  area  registered  with  the  Chester 
and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society— 154. 

(c)  Number  of  persons  partially  sighted  in  the  area  registered 
with  the  Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society — 20. 

(d)  Number  of  persons  registered  as  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Hard 
of  Hearing — 59. 

(e)  Adaptations  were  carried  out  in  the  houses  of  26  handi¬ 
capped  persons. 

(f)  Disabled  Drivers  Car  Badges 

There  were  13  applicants  for  Disabled  Driver  Car 
Badges. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  49  Disabled  Car 
Drivers  on  the  register. 
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ELLESMERE  PORT  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS  CLUB  1969 

Number  of  Members — January  29  ;  June  34  ;  December  35. 

A  ttendances — 9  34 . 

During  the  year  two  patients  died  and  one  returned  to  full 
employment. 

Club  Activities 

During  the  year  on  Thursday  afternoons  patients  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  do  some  craft  work  and  play  table  games,  jewellery 
making  was  a  new  activity  started  this  year.  The  electric  food 
mixer  has  been  used  a  great  deal  by  the  women  members,  the 
hemiplegics  have  found  it  extremely  useful. 

Special  Club  Activities 

W.R.V.S.  County  Bulbs  Competition  for  Handicapped  Clubs 
final  held  at  Ellesmere  Port,  The  Thursday  Club  acting  as 
hosts. 

Members  went  to  the  pantomime  in  Liverpool. 

Members  went  to  see  “Annie  Get  Your  Gun”  at  the  Civic  Hall, 
Ellesmere  Port. 

Day  outing  to  Colwyn  Bay. 

Visit  to  West  Kirby  Club. 

Day  outing  to  Rhyl. 

Holiday  in  Lytham  St.  Anne’s,  14  patients  with  6  helpers. 

Party  held  for  the  visit  of  the  West  Kirby  Club. 

Sale  of  Work  and  Open  Afternoon. 

Members  went  to  the  Old  Time  Music  Hall  held  at  the  Civic 

Hall. 

Visit  to  Liverpool  for  Lewis’  Christmas  shopping  evening. 

Visit  to  Chester  for  Christmas  shopping  for  chair  cases. 
Christmas  Dinner. 

Helpers 

Throughout  the  year  the  Club  has  had  the  help  of  W.R.V.S. 
members,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Coupe,  who  all  do  a  great 
deal  for  the  members. 

Friday  Club 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  membership  of  16.  Three 
patients  died  during  the  year.  The  Friday  Club  has  joined  the 
Thursday  Club  for  most  of  the  Special  Activities. 

Domiciliary  Visits 

During  the  year  75  patients  received  137  domiciliary  visits,  43 
of  these  were  new  patients. 

A  great  many  small  alterations  such  as  bath  handles  and  toilet 
rails  have  been  installed,  bath  and  toilet  seats  lent  chiefly  to  elderly 
patients.  A  flat  was  adapted  in  construction  to  suit  the  needs  of 
a  young  patient  and  a  specially  designed  shower  unit  installed  in 
an  elderly  patient’s  bungalow. 
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Swimming  Club 

At  the  beginning  of  November  a  swimming  club  was  started 
at  the  Ellesmere  Port  Baths.  This  is  staffed  by  a  team  of  volun¬ 
tary  helpers  who  trained  to  teach  the  patients  by  the  Haliwick 
Method.  Membership  on  the  opening  evening  was  16,  the  mem¬ 
bers  have  continued  to  increase  each  week.  Patients  get  a  great 
deal  of  enjoyment  from  this  activity  and  are  very  grateful  for  the 
use  of  the  bath. 


HANDICAPPED  CLUB— WAVERTON 

The  Club  meets  on  a  Monday  afternoon  at  the  Waverton  Vil¬ 
lage  Hall.  Membership  of  the  Club  has  progressively  increased, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  7  members,  at  the 
close  of  the  year  there  were  22  members. 

Attendances  (44  meetings) — 458. 

Club  Activities 

This  Club,  similar  to  the  Ellesmere  Port  Club,  engaged  on 
various  crafts  and  has  the  customary  table  games. 

Special  Activities 

June — Outing  to  Llandudno,  a  lovely  hot  sunny  day.  It  was 
the  first  time  several  of  the  members  had  been  anywhere  for 
many  years  and  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all. 

August— Trip  up  the  River  Dee  on  the  ‘Prince  Charles’,  again 
a  lovely  hot  day  with  a  picnic  in  The  Groves,  Chester.  In 
the  afternoon  a  trip  to  the  Zoo  where  the  members  enjoyed 
the  beautiful  flowers  and  the  animals. 

October — Trip  to  Blackpool  to  see  the  illuminations — again  a 
nice  day — Blackpool  was  reasonably  quiet.  Several  mem¬ 
bers  went  up  the  Tower. 

December— Outing  to  Lewis’,  Liverpool,  in  the  evening  to 
shop.  The  Store  staying  open  specially  for  handicapped 
persons. 

Christmas  party  with  the  customary  festivities. 
Demonstration  of  Christmas  decorations,  how  to  make  them. 

Domiciliary  Visits 

Number  of  patients  visited .  47 

Number  of  domiciliary  visits  .  118 

The  majority  of  the  patients  visited  tend  to  be  elderly,  infirm, 
requiring  bath  and  toilet  aids. 

Several  adaptations  were  completed,  fitting  of  bath  rails,  hand 
rails  on  walls  and  the  fitting  of  a  low  bath.  A  special  room  was 
built  on  to  the  house  of  a  paraplegic  patient. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Since  the  appointment  of  the  Health  Education  Officer  for  the 
County  Health  Department  several  new  schemes  have  been  put 
into  effect.  One  of  these  is  to  train  selected  Health  Visitors  in  the 
techniques  of  Health  Education  so  that  they  can  both  assist  their 
colleagues  in  this  art,  and  also  to  take  charge  where  special  pro¬ 
grammes  are  being  put  on  at  any  Clinic.  They  also  give  advice 
and  assistance  in  the  different  methods  which  can  be  used  to  spread 
the  message  of  positive  help  to  the  general  population. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  the  Medical  Staff  continue  to  give 
talks  to  many  Voluntary  Societies  and  also  go  into  the  Schools  to 
give  talks  on  different  aspects  of  Health  and  Hygiene.  To  assist 
them  a  film  projector  and  a  slide  projector  and  other  aids  are 
available  for  their  use. 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  has  been  a  member  of  a  work¬ 
ing  party  convened  by  the  Education  Department  to  create  a 
pamphlet  to  advise  Head  Teachers  on  the  different  aspects  of 
health  education,  including  sex  education,  in  the  Schools.  In 
addition  he  also  lectured  for  the  Citizens’  Advice  Bureau  in  their 
training  course  for  voluntary  workers. 

Senior  pupils  continue  to  be  encouraged  to  visit  the  Day  Nur¬ 
sery  and  the  Clinics  at  Stanney  Lane,  and  Weston  Grove,  Upton, 
by  arrangement  with  the  Domestic  Science  and  Head  Teachers. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  885  persons  on 
the  register  for  Chiropody  treatment.  During  the  year  a  further 
165  applications  were  received  of  whom  132  were  granted  treat¬ 
ment  free  of  charge,  17  at  half  cost,  16  were  not  eligible.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were891  persons  on  the  register  receiving 
Chiropody  treatment. 


Details  of  service  provided: 


OVER  65 


PHYSICALLY 

HANDICAPPED 


Place  of  Treatment 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Patients  Treatments  Patients  Treatments 


Chiropodist’s  Surgery  431  2540  —  — 

Home  of  Patient  454  2288  4  18 

No.  of  cases  in  which  the  County  Council  paid  full  fee  ...  817 

No.  of  cases  in  which  the  County  Council  paid  part  fee  ...  74 


The  service  is  available  to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years, 
physically  handicapped  persons  and  expectant  mothers  recom¬ 
mended  for  such  treatment  by  their  family  doctor  or  district  nurse. 
Persons  who  receive  any  National  Assistance  benefit  or  whose  sole 
income  is  the  National  Retirement  Pension,  are  eligible  for  free 
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treatment  under  the  provisions  of  the  scheme.  Persons  in  receipt 
of  an  income  from  other  sources  may  have  to  pay  towards  the  cost 
of  the  treatment,  depending  on  the  amount  of  the  additional  in¬ 
come.  Treatment  in  the  first  instance  is  monthly  for  the  first  six 
months,  thereafter  alternate  months,  unless  a  recommendation  is 
received  from  either  the  patient’s  doctor,  the  district  nurse  or  the 
chiropodist,  requesting  further  monthly  treatment. 

The  patients  are  allowed  to  choose  from  a  list  of  recognised 
Chiropodists  whom  they  wish  to  attend  for  treatment.  In  some 
cases  when  the  patient  cannot  attend  the  Chiropodist’s  surgery 
a  visit  can  be  made  to  his/  her  home. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
Adult  Training  Centre 

Attendances  throughout  the  year  have  been  19,265  attendances 
out  of  a  possible  21,349,  the  absences  being  mainly  due  to  hospi¬ 
talisation,  short  term  care,  parents’  holidays  and  casual  absences. 

No.  on  the  register  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  ...  96 

No.  on  the  register  at  the  close  of  the  year  . .  ...  112 

Contracts  have  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  following 
are  examples  of  the  work  undertaken: 

Folding  and  packing  paper  disposable  pants. 

Making  cloth  elephants  for  a  nationally  known  vacuum  cleaner 
manufacturer. 

Making  miniature  models  of  sliding  doors  for  demonstration 
purposes. 

Re-labelling  airline  packs  of  toilet  cleaner. 

Laundry  for  the  County  Ambulance  Service. 

Drilling  holes  in  plastic  handles. 

During  the  year  several  staff  changes  have  taken  place.  Mr. 
Heath  the  Superintendent  retired  in  March  and  has  been  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Strickland.  Two  instructors  have  resigned  and  have  been 
replaced. 

The  Deputy  Superintendent  and  one  Instructor  have  been  sent 
on  a  twelve  months  course. 

Progressively  the  trainees  are  being  educationally  assessed  with 
a  view  to  an  objective  social  training  programme  being  arranged. 

The  trainees  now  have  two  one  hour  sessions  per  week  at  the 
adjacent  swimming  pool.  One  trainee  has  obtained  his  Inter¬ 
mediate  and  Bronze  Medallion  for  Life  Saving. 
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VACCINATION  OF  PERSONS  UNDER  AGE  16 
COMPLETED  DURING  1969 


A.  Completed  Primary  Course — Number  of  persons  under  age  16 

Others 

Year  of  Birth  under  Total 

Type  of  1962-  age  At  By 


Vaccine  or  Dose 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

16 

Clinics  G.Pjs 

1. 

Quadruple  DTPP 

2. 

Triple  DTPP 

58 

541 

56 

18 

35 

2 

273 

438 

3. 

Diphtheria/Pertussis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4. 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

— 

3 

— 

— 

8 

1 

5 

7 

5. 

Diphtheria 

6. 

Pertussis 

7. 

Tetanus 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

5 

8. 

Salk  (Poliomyelitis) 

9. 

Sabin  „ 

58 

541 

65 

17 

57 

12 

337 

413 

10. 

Measles 

— 

58 

258 

258 

220 

19 

253 

560 

B.  Reinforcing  Doses — Number  of  persons  under  age  16 

Others 


Year  of  Birth 

under 

Total 

Type  of 

1962 

•  age 

At 

By 

Vaccine  or  Dose  1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

16  Clinics  G.P.S 

1. 

Quadruple  DTPP  — 

2. 

Triple  DTPP 

29 

145 

25 

396 

51 

87 

559 

3. 

Diphtheria/Pertussis  — 

4. 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

3 

3 

1 

614 

14 

525 

110 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6. 

Pertussis 

7. 

Tetanus 

— 

1 

1 

5 

12 

— 

19 

8. 

Salk  (Poliomyelitis)  — 

9. 

Sabin  „ 

24 

61 

22 

824 

109 

618 

422 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  above  figures  include  boosters  done  in  school. 
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Smallpox  Vaccination 


Number  of  Persons  Vaccinated  (or  Re- vaccinated)  during  1969: 


Age  at  date 

Number 

Num 

of  Vaccination 

Vaccinated 

Re-Vact 

0 — 3  months 

— 

— 

3 — 6  months 

8 

— 

6 — 9  months 

14 

...  — 

9 — 12  months 

12 

— 

1  year 

582 

— 

2 — 4  years 

343 

9 

5 — 15  years 

85 

73 

Total 

1044 

82 

At  Clinics 

498 

1 

By  G.P.s 

546 

81 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


No.  of  Consent  Forms  issued  . 

No.  of  Consent  Forms  returned  with  parents’  consent 

No.  of  Children  Skin  Tested . 

No.  of  Children  positive  to  Skin  Test . 

No.  of  Children  negative  to  Skin  Test . 

No.  of  Children  B.C.G.  Vaccinated  . 


1520 

1088 

963 

139 

774 

774 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1969 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  NOTIFICATION  REGISTERS 

OF  DISTRICT  COUNCILS  IN  THE  DIVISION _ _ 
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CITY  PRESS  LTD. 
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